
[] STATE NEW~ Peter H. King: After a quiet interlude, water
Bre’,xking California news,
updated throughout the day. wars loom again
¯ NATION
Up-to-date headlines from (Published April I. 1998)
across the United States.

I PATTERSON -- The tall, lanky farmer stepped onto the porch and
¯ WEATHER stuck out his hand, a strong, farmer’s hand. "Art Filice," he said. He
Latest conditions and forecast looked at the sky. It was raining. He pointed toward an apricot orchard in
from 8(X) cities, front of the farmhouse.

[] VOICES "It’s over there." he said. "Do you want to see it?"
Bee columnists share their
latest and personal favorites. "Sure, let’s see it."

¯ ALMANAC He led the way through the light rain to the edge of the orchard. He
Area history, arts, community pointed at the ground. Black hoses ran in rows between the apricot trees.
profiles and more. They were long hoses. They ran between the trees. The apricot trees of
’ ’ Art Filice Jr.

¯ SEARCH FOR: "That’s it?"

Yes, he said, "that’s it."

Art Filice’s drip irrigation system.

In silence we stared at the hoses, tr3,’ing to think of something appropriate
to say. When you get right down to it, drip irrigation will never replace
weather or White House sex as a conversation starter. Hemingway never
wrote about it. As a journalistic topic, it holds out little promise of
Pulitzcr Prizes. Still. this was Art Filicc’s drip irrigation system, and on
this day, Tuesday, it was as famous as it ever was going to get. The day.
before, Filicc Farms had provided one of a dozen or so case studies cited
in a report by the Natural Resources Defense Council, the influential
cnvir~nmcntal ~rganizatit~n. The rcp~rt was intended to illustrate how
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drip irrigati~n, tail water reowery and .similar censersarisen
om~bined with allcrnative approaches to gn~und [brtili~ation and
control, can save water and tops~il and reduce agricultural wastes.

Titled "Agricultural Solutions." it tabulated the heroic amounts of water
~ing saved and soil improved on Central Valley test l~trms. Testimonials
lkom the t~ers themselves were presented. A typical passage: "For
John, getting into the business o~" using compost has made l~ing fun
again. As he says. "Most lk~Iks think the s~il out here is dead. but I’ve
seen it come ~ive.’"

~spite its distinctively down-home tone, the 68-page document w~ not
without politic~ context. While C~itk.)mia w~sn’t watching. ~e state’s
fabled water w~iors have begun to emerge, restless, from a se~on of
ce~e-fi~. A ce~ain itchiness ~ now evident among ~ose who t~vor
conc~te solutions -- dams, downst~ rese~oirs, even a ~inc~ation
0f &e once~efea~d Pefiphe~ C~al -- to &e sm~’s c~o~c~ly tight
water supplies. Big tides want mo~ wa~r, big agriculture wan~ mo~
,water, and ~ey reg~d &e uncapmred bounq of E1 Nine now rac~g to
¯ e oce~ ~ squandered lucre.

In ~is climate, environmen~ists have found it necess~" to m~e the
c~e, once ag~n, for ~temafive ways to s~etch water supplies kyond
mo~ d~s ~d conc~te ditches. ~ere is, ~r ins~ce, wa~r m~kedng,
which ~lows price to influence use. ~d ~ere is conservation -- modest,
inc~menml me~o~ w~ch lack the monumental ~ump of a coloss~
dam, but nonetheless c~ generate significant result. Remember, ~s is a
sm~ ~at once w~ w~ed by utilities and demographers a~e ~at it
would go d~k unless nuclear pl~ were strong up and down &e co~t.
~en ~ey discove~d high-efficiency light bulbs and double-paned
windows ....

~1 of which, of course, is what led ~e way to ~ Filice and ~s apricot
orch~. M~e no mis~e, ~is is a bona fide f~er, with a "No Wa~r,
No F~s, No Jobs" bumper sticker on his pickup and plenty of
concerns about what environmen~ causes ~d creeping ~b~ization
might me~ for ~e agrafi~ brotherhood.

Filice said he had installed h~ drip system tk~r pragmatic reasons: Wi~
water prices rising, the me~t~ penciled out ~t~r ~an flot~ or fu~ow
i~gation. He agreed to coopera~ with the NRDC repo~, not ~cause he’s
some born-again Rachel C~son, but ra~er because it held out ~e
promise of "something positive being said" about Parme~.

Do you think, he w~ ~sked, if &is sort of thing is going to be ~e future
tk~r Califi)rnia lhrmers?

He stared down at the hoses running through his orchard and thought
a moment, while God’s own drip system continued to i~igatc our heads.

"Well," he said, finally, "l suppose it might come to that someday. I’m
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